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What is the future of energy storage study?
Foreword and acknowledgmentsThe Future of Energy Storage study is the ninth in the MIT Energy Initiative's
Future of series, which aims to shed light on arange of complex and vital issuesinvolving

What is energy storage?
Energy storage is a technology that holds energy at one time so it can be used at another time. Building more
energy storage allows renewable energy sources like wind and solar to power more of our electric grid.

How can energy be stored?

Energy can also be stored by making fuelssuch as hydrogen,which can be burned when energy is most needed.
Pumped hydroelectricity,the most common form of large-scale energy storage,uses excess energy to pump
water uphill,then releases the water later to turn a turbine and make electricity.

Why do we need energy storage?

As the cost of solar and wind power has in many places dropped below fossil fuels,the need for cheap and
abundant energy storage has become a key challenge for building an energy system that does not emit
greenhouse gases or contribute to climate change.

Could energy storage be the future of the grid?

Together,the model enhancements opened the door to exploring many new research questions about energy
storage on the future grid. Across all modeled scenarios,NREL found diurnal storage deployment could range
from 130 gigawatts to 680 gigawatts in 2050,which is enough to support renewable generation of 80% or
higher.

Can long-duration energy storage transform energy systems?
In anew paper published in Nature Energy, Sepulveda, Mallapragada, and colleagues from MIT and Princeton

University offer a comprehensive cost and performance evaluation of the role of long-duration energy storage
(LDEYS) technologiesin transforming energy systems.
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